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What's on?
Come and see us at the Caton Gala 13th June 2015 at 11:30am.
Caton gala is a traditional village festival
which takes place on the village sports
field. The gala starts at 11:30am with the
floats taking part in the procession leaving
the top of Brookhouse village, arriving at
the main field in Caton at 12:00 noon.
Bay Vets will be there with the popular
Noah’s Ark Float working along side The
Bay Radio team. So why not pop down
and join in with this fantastic day.

Puppy Parties!
We hold two puppy parties a
month at our
Lancaster and
Morecambe surgeries in the
evening. All puppies up to 14
weeks old are welcome to
attend. Parties include:

Our
BRAND
NEW
SURGERY is located on 20
Hornby Road, Caton. We
have worked long and hard
to fully refurbish the surgery
from a tiled butchers shop
into a beautiful clinical
veterinary branch that still
has that homely feel.
Now into our second month
we have been overwhelmed
by positive comments & well
wishes from the locals and
pets in the Lune Valley.

Free Puppy Goodie Bag & Certificates
Demonstration on Health Checks
Advice on toileting & training

Playtime with balls & treats
Puppy Socialisation

Chip Check Service
Did you know at Bay Vets we provide a
chip check service?
If you know your pets chip number just go
to bayvetschipcheck.co.uk and fill out the
form. We will then check that your details
are up to date.
If you don’t know the chip number you can
make a FREE appointment with one of our
Nurses and we will scan your pet and
check the details.

The Community Vets

Bay Vets Gazette

FREE to attend
Please contact one of our
reception teams to reserve
your place as spaces are
limited.

BRAND NEW SURGERY in
Caton is now OPEN!

If you are passing our new
surgery then why not pop
in to meet our wonderful
Caton team who will be
happy to show you around
their new surgery.

Our new Caton surgery was
opened by Carl Padgett MRCVS
– past President of the British
Veterinary
Association
on
Monday 23rd March 2015.
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We are looking forward to
extending the work we
provide to the villages and
towns of north Lancaster.

Now the Caton Surgery is
up and running, Katie
will be returning to the
Morecambe
surgery.
Katie will be having a
regular clinic at the
Caton practice but her
main premises will still
be at the Morecambe
surgery on Lancaster
Road.

The Ageing Process in Dogs

The Ageing Process in Cats
Many clients are surprised when I recommend
an adult diet for their 6 month old. Humans
are used to the idea that children are children
until at least 10 years of age so surely our pets
don’t age so
quickly. Being
aware of your
cats
changing
needs
is
so
important to their
development,
health and wellbeing.
Both male and
female cats begin
their adolescent phase from 4 months old.
Multi-cat owners usually notice a change in
the household harmony when their kitten (or
kittens) reaches 4-5 months old. Testosterone
and pheromones are turning our sweet kittens
into pubescent teenagers and they can be
grumpy! By 4 months of age your male cat is
ready to start looking for a mate. By 5 months
old your teenager will come home pregnant.
Don’t be fooled that they are small, innocent
looking creatures – they are sneaking out at
night meeting boys! This is why we strongly
encourage neutering from 5 months of age
and the vast majority of owners take the
responsible step in getting the operation done
whilst they are young, fit and healthy and
when they will most likely make a very speedy
recovery.
As neutering changes the balance of hormones
in the body we need to think of our cats as
adults and feed them accordingly. Kitten food
is now far too high in calories and as neutered
cats are more settled in their behaviours (not
looking for a mate and enjoying staying in at
night more) they are not exercising as much.
Their lowered rate of metabolism as a result of
these hormonal changes means they are not
burning calories at the same rate as they once
did. Adult food is designed to have the
correct calorific balance for the adult body’s
requirements. We also recommend you choose
a ‘neutered adult’ food to pr event excessive
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weight gain which can
lead
to
arthritis,
diabetes, urinary tract
obstructions later in
life.
The next significant
life stage is around 8 years of age when your
cat becomes ‘mature’ as it heads towards its
senior years. Again a change of diet begins to
be important as the body now needs more
protein. The food should contain less salt, and
be easily digestible to assist with muscle mass
and
reduce the strain on organs such as the
hard working kidneys. This is also a time to
be monitoring health closely as conditions
such as hyperthyroidism, renal disease and diabetes commonly occur. Kidney disease is very
common and is present in 60% of cats over 8
years old. By adjusting nutrition we can take
some pressure off the kidneys before a crisis
occurs; adding many more quality years to a
cat's life."

Over 10 years of age and our cats have reached
their senior years – a time to ensure their
warmth
and
comfort
and
ensure
their
arthritic joints
aren’t impeding
their quality of
life.
Reading back it
seems such an
indifferent
summary of what should be a long fulfilling
relationship with the little kitten you brought
home all those years ago. We commonly see
cats living until they are 20 years of age (as in
humans,
improvements in medical care
and healthy
lifestyles are aiding this
longevity). Embrace all their life stages enjoy
them.

Unlike cats, dog life-stages are not quite so easy to
define. The ageing process generally relates to the size
the dog would reach in adulthood and the rate of
growth from newborn to fully grown. On average,
smaller dogs mature faster and live longer than larger
breeds. Bigger dogs mature later and generally have
shorter adulthood and senior years. A rough guide
follows:
Anticipated Fully
Grown Weight

Puppyhood

Adolescence

Adulthood

Mature

Small (under 10 kgs)

Up to 2 months

2 months-10 months

10 months-8 years

Over 8 years

Medium (10-25 kgs)

Up to 2 months

2 months-12 months

Over 12 months-7 years Over 7 years

Large (25-45 kg)

Up to 2 months

2 months-15 months

Over 15 months-5 years Over 5 years

Giant (over 45 kg)

Up to 8 months

8 months-24 months

Over 24 months-4/5
years

Over 4/5 years

(The above table is inline with the Royal Canin life stage feeding guidelines for un-neutered animals.)

The first 5 weeks of a puppy’s life, whatever the
breed, should be spent with its mother and siblings.
The 5-8 week stage is a crucial social development
stage where contact with the siblings is more
important than being
with their mother. 814 weeks of age is
the vital ‘experience
everything’ stage as
this is when the
puppy will be more
accepting of new
encounters and positive experiences will help set
the puppy up for life in similar situations.
Adolescence is the hardest time for any “parent”
and can last until your dog is 2 years old (or more).
It is important owners realise this, as many people
find the adolescence stage very hard to deal with
and should take comfort in knowing that this phase
will pass eventually and you can then look forward
to many years with a well balanced, well behaved,
loyal and loving companion; BUT only if you
work hard on managing their behaviour during
adolescence. We hope this will also encourage
people to persevere rather than opt to re-home a
dog just because it is allowed to be an unruly
teenager.
Bitches - Most female dogs experience their first
‘season’ between 6 months and 18 months of age
(again dependant on breed and size). Three
months following the first ‘season’ is the ideal
time to spey your bitch to prevent unwanted
puppies, womb infections and mammary masses.

Dogs – Neutering by castration is generally
recommended anytime from six months of age onwards
and can prevent testicular cancer and prostate disease.
Owners notice undesirable behaviours emerging as their
puppy enters adolescence.
Some dogs develop
aggressive behaviours. These issues can improve
following castration. As castration stops the production
of testosterone in the body, it is important to consider
your male dog’s confidence levels.
In some
circumstances you may be advised that neutering should
not be carried out until the dog is slightly older but
usually before they reach the age of 2 years old.
As neutering changes the balance of hormones in the
body, thus lowering the metabolic rate, neutered dogs
will not burn calories as fast as they once did. At this
point we recommend you move onto a ‘neutered’ food
to prevent excessive weight gain that can lead to
arthritis, joint problems, diabetes and obesity.
Sometime from 5-8 years of age (depending on size)
your dog becomes ‘mature’. Again a change of diet
begins to be important, as the body now needs more
protein. Their diet should contain less salt, and be easily digestible to assist with muscle mass and reduce the
strain on organs such as the hard working kidneys.
This is also a time to be monitoring health closely as
conditions such as renal disease, arthritis, diabetes and
Cushing’s disease commonly occur. Keep a check on
dental health and vaccination status; investigate new
growths or masses, review exercise regimes and ensure
warmth and comfort for aching joints.
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We received an amazing amount of entries to our “Pet
Selfie” Facebook competition and we loved them all! We
were so impressed we have put them all together for you to
see.

